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Application for 
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ii--214w68 

Oonetruction permit for a new standard 
broadcast station to be operated on: 
Precraonoy: 9801n) 
Power: Iles 
Hours of Operation: Daytime 
?rens. Location: Anderson and Davis St, 

Grants, Rev Verioe 
Studio Looetion: Same 
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BnPm-719 
Reed 
1A4,2 

- - • - 	 • 	 ■.M. ■•■ 

4-6234.66 	Modification of construction permit (RF•.9951 
4-23-.56 	which Ruth. a riev 5tAnderd Lrfulleicabt station 

to change antenntl7trgAns. locntion frrm Anders)n 
and Dqvis Stt;1440 	trN SW nwirrIr Inters 
of Stnte Rd No. 53 lind u iCanyeln Rd., Ors. 
New Nexlco; change studi, frcm Ande. 
and Davic St., Grants, N.Mbx. to "71 he deter nee 
makr_? changer in anterna systemraecrease Mfg 
and make chltnos to gr.und system. 	 GRANM D 544056 

&tty. - Dow 	hre r Albertsln 
Ener. 	R.L. Mcklister„FortW -neth, Tex 
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!:odificatif)n -f cIns*ructinn permit (PP.9951 
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EMPab7273 
Ree'd 
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6-15-56 
6-.21-56 
6-21-56 

LicensP to  
BP-9951 as mod., which authorized a new 
standard broadcast station. 

BL .240 
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BALF-2A19 
Reed 
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9-26-57 
10-8-57 
10-8-57 

Voluntary assignment of license to John 
Blake and David X. button dA,  as Grants 
Broadcasting Company. 
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Application for 

Modification of construction permit (BP-9951 mina  
as mod" which math. a new standard broadcas 
station) to specify studio location an SW 
corner of inters. of State Rd 53 and Zuni 
Canyon Rd, Grants, New Mxico (same as trans ) 
and change type transmitter (Gates BC 1J) 
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AtIre 	. Mott Morgan 
Rimmiwal of License 6.9.65 

7.1-65 
611.3324 

T 
Robert N. Green, Atty. 
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About the History Cards …  

 

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applicat ions filed by, 

and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast stat ions in the early 1920s.   The records were 

subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal 

Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934.  These cards gradually grew 

into a large card file.   History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized 

database in 1980 to track broadcast applicat ions, the Broadcast Applicat ion Processing System 

(BAPS).   However, the Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new 

system.  Instead, it retained the History Cards in their original form – 3” by 5” filing cards – for 

reference. 

 

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12
th
 Street SW), and also at that time 

created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS).  The History 

Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only one set is known to exist), and the 

original paper cards were destroyed.  The History Cards were stored on the microfiche as negative 

images, like those you see above.   Generally, they have been left as negatives as those are often 

easier to read. 

 

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station fac ilit ies, applicat ions, and 

ownership.  They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a stat ion’s 

operations.  Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a stat ion first 

went on the air and its call letters at that t ime.  History Card comments were generally typed onto 

the cards, and thus some records will show more faint ly or with more smudging than others, 

depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used.  Occasional h andwritten comments, 

corrections, and strikeouts may also be found.  Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally 

out of sequence. 

 

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for 

public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of radio stat ion history. 
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